
 

Arizona 
Southeast Specialties, Monsoon Breeders & Hummingbirds 

12th August to 19th August 2023 (8 days) 

 
Bendire’s Thrasher by Dubi Shapiro 

August is a superb time to visit the birding hotspots of southeast Arizona. Most specialty species are 

present with certain tricky species like Montezuma Quail and Botteri’s and Cassin’s Sparrows being 

easier to find as they become vocal during the onset of the monsoon breeding season. In addition, it is 

peak hummingbird season, and the resident hummingbirds are augmented by migrants with up to a dozen 

species possible (10 are very likely). These jewels of the avian world can be studied in great detail at 

various feeder setups that range from the riparian areas to the foothills, making southeast Arizona the 

hummingbird capital of the United States. 
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Other quality species include Zone-tailed and Gray Hawks, Mexican Jay, Arizona Woodpecker, Thick-

billed and Tropical Kingbirds, Sulphur-bellied, Dusky-capped, and Buff-breasted Flycatchers, Greater 

Pewee, Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet, Mexican Chickadee, Black-capped Gnatcatcher, Bendire’s 

Thrasher, Olive Warbler, Red-faced Warbler, Painted Redstart, Albert’s Towhee, Rufous-winged 

Sparrow, Yellow-eyed Junco, and the stunning Elegant Trogon. We will also venture forth at night to 

look for the various species of owls present in this corner of the Grand Canyon State. During August, the 

owls have finished nesting and tend to be less vocal (thus a bit trickier to find), but we still have excellent 

chances for Whiskered and Western Screech-Owls and Great Horned Owl. With great luck we might find 

Spotted Owl on a day roost and we will always keep our ears open for the call of the Northern Pygmy-

Owl. We also have good chances to see a variety of mammals during our day and night excursions 

including Black-tailed Jackrabbit, Cliff Chipmunk, Rock Squirrel, Mexican Fox Squirrel, Coyote, Hog-

nosed Skunk, and Collared Peccary. 

August is also a great time to witness the onset of fall migration with flycatchers and warblers passing 

through plus a wide variety of species typical of the southwest desert region. Additionally, we will try to 

track down any Mexican rarities that may be present (August is a great time of year to locate post-

breeding dispersers from Mexico), such as White-eared Hummingbird, Rufous-capped Warbler, Flame-

colored Tanager, or Streak-backed Oriole, all of which are possible. 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

ARIZONA ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrive in Tuscon and transfer to Ramsey Canyon Inn 

Day 2 Beatty’s hummingbird feeders 

Day 3 Patagonia 

Day 4 Fort Huachuca 

Day 5 Chiricahua Mountains 

Day 6 San Pedro, Miller Canyon 

Day 7 Ramsey Canyon Preserve  

Day 8 Final departures 
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TOUR MAP 

 

 
 

 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrive in Tuscon.  Overnight at Ramsey Canyon Inn.  Today is set aside as an arrival day in 

Tuscon. Planned pickup time from Tuscan will be around 4:30 PM and thereafter we will drive through 

to Sierra Vista and Ramsey Canyon Inn. We will be in early enough to see some of the many 

hummingbird species that come to the feeders at the Inn, including Magnificent and Blue-throated. A 

major positive for the tour is that we will be using Ramsey Canyon Inn as our base for the next 7 nights. 

This is almost unprecedented on birding tours and is the perfect place to relax and bird for a few days. 

The Inn is located at the high point in the road 

leading into Ramsey Canyon and is surrounded 

by lush oak and sycamore forest with a beautiful 

stream rushing through the grounds.  

 

Day 2: Beatty’s Hummingbird feeders. The 

grounds of the Inn are a fabulous place to begin 

birding and we can already start seeing species 

like Mexican Jay, Black-headed Grosbeak, 

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, White-breasted 

Nuthatch, House Finch and Lesser Goldfinch. 

This morning we will enjoy breakfast at around 

7:00 AM. Thereafter we will drive to the nearby 

Miller Canyon and Beatty’s for a spectacular Mexican Chickadee by Lev Frid 
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assortment of hummingbirds at the feeders. 

Typically, we will get amazing views of Anna’s, 

Broad-tailed, Rufous, Black-chinned, Broad-

billed, and Magnificent Hummingbirds while 

occasionally something even more special can 

come on in such as Berylline & White-eared. 

We’ll spend the day in the area and pick up any 

vagrant hummers that might be in the Sierra 

Vista area, e.g, Plain-capped Starthroat. Dinner 

will then be at around 6:30 in Sierra Vista and 

after dinner, we will do some owling with hopes 

of finding Western & Whiskered Screech-Owls, 

Elf Owl, Common Poorwill & Mexican Whip-

poor-will. These species are bit harder to find 

this late in the summer, but we should certainly 

find a few of them. 

 

Day 3: Patagonia.  This morning we will enjoy an early continental breakfast before heading off to 

Patagonia for Paton's hummingbird feeders, Roadside Rest and Kino Springs. We will take the time to 

explore some great riparian vegetation and scrub where we could find species such as Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo, Summer Tanager and Yellow-breasted Chat while we will also search for Botteri’s and 

Grasshopper Sparrows at some strategic stops along the way. There are a number of superb specials that 

are possible today and these may include Violet-crowned and Costa’s Hummingbirds. However, the 

feeders not only present us with great hummingbird viewing opportunities but also some other quality 

species such as Gambel’s Quail, Lazuli Bunting, Blue Grosbeak and Hooded Oriole. Other specials we 

will also keep our eyes and ears open for include Rose-throated Becard and Thick-billed and Tropical 

Kingbirds. Dinner will again be at around 6:30 in Sierra Vista. 

 

Day 4: Fort Huachuca.  Once again, we will enjoy an early 

continental breakfast before making the short drive to Garden 

Canyon and its famous side canyons, Scheelite and Sawmill. 

Here we will focus on searching for a number of the areas 

specials such as Buff-breasted Flycatcher, Olive, Grace’s, Black-

throated Grey and the striking Red-faced Warbler, Painted 

Redstart, Dusky-capped & Cordilleran Flycatchers, Greater 

Pewee, Hepatic Tanager, and the highly sought-after Elegant 

Trogon and Mexican Spotted Owl. The general birding in the 

area is also fabulous and we will have excellent chances to pick 

up other species such as Brown Creeper, Zone-tailed Hawk, 

Bewick’s and Rock Wrens, Steller’s and Western Scrub Jays, 

Band-tailed Pigeon, Plumbeous Vireo and Bushtit.  

 

Day 5: Chiricahua Mountains.  This morning we will head 

across to Portal and Cave Creek Canyon. Our morning birding 

will be around the Portal area where some of the target birds 

include the tiny Lucifer’s Hummingbird, Black-tailed 

Gnatcatcher, Western Scrub-Jay, Juniper Titmouse, Bendire’s & Elegant Trogon by Lev Frid 

Red-faced Warbler by Dubi Shapiro 
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Crissal Thrashers and Black-chinned Sparrow 

among others. Thereafter we will head up to the 

upper levels of the Chiricahua Mountains. This 

will be our best opportunity to find Mexican 

Chickadee, Golden-crowned Kinglet and 

perhaps even Red Crossbill while other species 

today could include Pygmy Nuthatch, Hermit 

Warbler, Black-throated Gray Warbler, 

Yellow-eyed Junco, White-throated Swift and 

Violet-green Swallow.  

 

Day 6: San Pedro, Miller Canyon.  Breakfast 

at the Inn before transferring down to the San 

Pedro National Riparian Conservation Area. 

Here we will spend the morning walking the 

river area which should be highly productive. 

In the afternoon we will visit the Sierra Vista Sewage Ponds, and then back to Canyon for some more 

hummingbirds. Dinner in Sierra Vista.  

 

Day 7: Ramsey Canyon Preserve.  This morning breakfast will be at our Inn at around 7:00 AM. We 

will then spend the day at Ramsey Canyon Preserve, exploring the Canyon and its environs. For those 

who like to hike, we can hike to the Ramsey Canyon Lookout, then down into the Upper Canyon, and 

the Miller Canyon Wilderness Area. We should get good looks at a large number of species. Those who 

don’t wish to take a long hike can spend the day around the Ramsey Canyon Nature Conservancy 

Preserve where there are numerous birds to watch and enjoy. This evening we will have dinner in Bisbee, 

an old mining town and artist haven, at our long-time favourite Café Roka. 

 

Day 8: Final departures.  All good things must come to an end unfortunately. The tour will conclude 

after breakfast today. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for these 

tours are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

The tour price includes:  

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 8;  

• All accommodations; 

• Ground transportation; 

• All reserve entrance fees;  

• Tips for local guides and services; and 

• All guiding services. 

 

…and excludes: 

• Any airfares, taxes and visa costs; 

• Any beverages;  

• Special gratuities; and 

Anna's Hummingbird by George Armistead 
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• Telephone calls, laundry and items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose 

to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that 

a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 

which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, porters and restaurants) are included on this 

tour. However, this does NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have 

given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them.  

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS 

This tour does not include ANY international airfares. The tour will commence with a transfer from 

Tucson International Airport, Tucson at midday (4:30 PM) on day 1 to our lodgings. The tour will 

conclude after breakfast on day 8 with a transfer back to Tucson International Airport.  

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS 

Tucson International Airport, Tucson (IATA: TUS) is the main port of entry and exit for this tour. Please 

DO NOT book your international flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for 

confirmation on the status of the tour. 


